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First Things First 

� Take a few moments to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to be at work in your hearts, empowering you to put the 

truths of God’s Word into practice in your daily life.  

� Read Mark 14:12-21 together.  

 

Getting Started 
 

1. How do you think you would respond if you knew that a close friend was planning to betray you? Why?  

Why do you think Jesus seemed unshaken by the knowledge of Judas betrayal?  

 

2. How do you typically respond when things seem to go wrong? Where does your mind go when you encounter 

upsetting (or even evil) circumstances? Do you tend to assume that God’s plan has gone awry and circumstances 

are out of control, or do you assume that God is orchestrating your circumstance as part of a larger plan? Why 

do you think you tend to respond the way you do?  

Taking it to Heart 
 

3. Mark 14:21 indicates grave personal consequences for Judas’ choices even though we know that Judas had been 

influenced by Satan (see John 13:2, 27). Likewise we cannot blame others for our own attitudes, choices, or 

behavior even when we have been sinned against. What reason does Scripture offer for this (see James 1:13-16; 

4:1-3; Luke 6:45) 

 

4. We know that Jesus was aware of the purpose behind His suffering—to fulfill His Father’s plan of redeeming 

man. What good purposes might God be seeking to fulfill through our own hardship that might give us 

encouragement to endure with God-honoring faith (See James 1:2-4; I Peter 1:3-9; Romans 5:1-5)? 

 

5. Earlier in Mark we considered the cost of following Christ. How might Judas’ example cause us to consider the 

cost of not following Christ (Mark 14:21; cf. Matt 27:3-5)? 

Taking it to Life 
 

6. We have a “taboo” attitude today toward Judas (how many parents would name their son Judas?!). Yet how 

might we betray Jesus in our own lives today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Points 

 
Bearing One Another’s Burdens: 

• Share some ways that you can pray for each other regarding the challenges and blessings of daily life that you are 

currently experiencing. 

• Pray for one another to know one’s own heart well with surrender to God’s grace.  

 

TEFC Family Life: 

• Pray that TEFC will have a growing devotion to the advancement of the gospel both locally and globally. 

• Pray for God to raise up necessary ministry leaders and servants for this season of ministry.  

• Pray for ongoing transformation through ministries of outreach, discipleship, and counseling. 

• Pray for God’s unique provision for our building expansion. 

 

Missions: 

• Pray for wisdom in finding practical ways to serve our community that open doors for the gospel. 

• Pray for Anchor Point church to be strengthened in their ministry of the gospel. 

• Pray for persecuted believers around the world to experience God’s provision, care, and boldness in the Word. 

Pray for God to raise up workers for unreached people groups as well. 

 

 


